
missing limbs, the visible wounds – but then you start to 
realize that it’s more than that. A lot of these guys are 
hurting inside, they’re infected with pain that isn’t visible, 
like PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) and that’s when 
things start to go downhill for them. That’s how OpCal 
started; we wanted to help, especially the families. It costs 
a great deal of money to get to where your wounded loved 
one is. There are so many expenses that most of us don’t 
think about; travel, time off work, child care, etc. A lot of 
(family members) have to quit their jobs, they have to fly 
to wherever their loved one is and the rehabilitation can 
take months and months. The wounded one is taken care 
of, but the family is not and people don’t think about that. 
I know people that have been going through rehabilitation 
since I met them during our first calendar, in 2006, and 
they’re still there today,” explained Mezzadri. The woman 
has a point. We don’t like to think about the aftermath of 
war, period. It’s highly unlikely that most of us would ever 
even consider the things that Mezzadri comes face-to-face 
with on a daily basis.   “We take for granted the things 
that these guys have had taken from them. They have to 
relearn everything. One of the guys found out that I was 
from Italy and asked me where that was. I looked at him 
(like he was stupid) and told him that it was in Europe. He 
apologized, explaining that he didn’t know that (anymore) 
and he had to relearn (geography). I wanted to die, I felt 
so horrible,” said Mezzadri. 
  Mezzadri doesn’t mess around with her boys. She’s 
passionate about what she does, and her dedication shows. 
“I’m Operation Calendar,” Manuela jokes as she strikes a 
pose. “Well, me and my husband. I do everything from 
clean the bathrooms to plan the photo shoots. It’s all very 
glamorous.” 
  “Sometimes, I feel like people will think I’m doing 

the calendar to show off, but honestly it’s what I can do,” 
explains Mezzadri. “There are ladies that can bake, so they do that 
and sell what they make. Modeling is what I know; it’s what I can 
do. I’ve been a model all my life.”  
 On Friday, May 15th, the day before the big event, the 
commuters of San Diego County are in for a treat. Clint August 
will be hitting the freeways on his roadking to help get attention 
for the main event the following day. But how does one man on 
his motorcycle intend to set himself apart from his fellow riders? 
With the help of his itty bitty purple thong, silly! Why on earth 
would any self respecting man do this, you ask? To help the 
cause, man!  If Clint is prepared to subject himself to this, the 
least you can do is stop by Saturday and say “hey,” don’t you 
think?
 So class, let’s review; on Saturday, May 16th, at Biggs 
Harley-Davidson in San Marcos, there’s going to be an event 
called “The May Ride,” that you really should plan to attend. 
Where else can you show support for the troops, see Warren 
Jamez, meet rock 105.3 personality Clint August, and enjoy 
live entertainment, food, a poker run, a mechanical bull, a 
rock-climbing wall, cooler races, the beautiful ladies from 
OpCal, a bikini contest, bike contests, and back issues of 
ridersreview Magazine (does it seem like we don’t bring 
much to the table, or is it just me?) No wait, we have 
stickers too!
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